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Summary
Rita Dove’s “The First Book” is a piece of writing speaking about the process of an individual encountering the first reading in their lifetime. As the title suggests, the book’s sole purpose was be as simple as possible with the aim of making the reader achieve the intended goal quickly and efficiently. Although it is a very short piece of work, it has many concepts concerning the art of reading. Every sentence that is read from one line to the other gives the reader a deeper meaning. “Open it,” coming as the first sentence passes on many messages to the reader. Of course, we need to “open” a book before reading it, without an “open” mind, we won’t understand what the book unfolds to our cautiousness. However, this literary analysis will be focusing on a sentence with a lot of meaning in the context that it is being used. “You’ll never reach bottom” is a text that brings the reading process to light. 
“The First Book” as we know it is a clever work of art. Every sentence bears a profound understanding to the reader. A pinch of anxiety can be experienced as with each line the piece of art becomes more meaningful and pleasurable that spikes curiosity. By giving the reader a sense of delving deep within something without the knowledge of realizing that it has no end is fascinating since the reader develops a mindset of want to read more. “You may fall in,” is a revelation that reveals that upon understanding and gaining interest in the book putting it aside would be difficult. Rita’s aim was to make the text as simple as possible. This is one of the reasons why it was short. Giving the reader a psychological understanding that readings are meant to be simply makes them understand even longer texts easier and faster. The foundation is critical in helping the reader have a perspective that can get and understand what they read easier. This way, they get to go to the delve quickly into the reading while interpreting the message that the author intended them to get. Through this, Rita Dove was able to achieve her goal by giving the reader ease and the appropriate guidance while not feeling left out in the reading process. 
“You’ll never reach the bottom,” is a text that could be used to describe the meaning of the whole work of art. This is because the poem itself seems to have no end as the reader cruises through the text with the longing that they will have a solid understand of the meaning after they finish reading the message. Rita shows the reader that although a reading may be completed and re-read, any piece of work will have no end since more knowledge and understanding is gained once the reader gets a chance to go through the writing again. At the peak of the poem where she tells the reader it’s hard to get started, she shows that starting out to understand and grasp the message or knowledge behind any piece of reading maybe daunting at first, but as one goes on reading, they promptly learn how to take in the information, Same as how they started using a knife and a fork (Poem of the Week: “The First Book,” by Rita Dove, 2021). Knowing how to interpret a piece of text is the most vital part of reading. The reader may find the text interesting, but not understand the message behind it. 
This explains why Rita said, “you’ll never reach the bottom.” A reflection to this statement shows that a person can read a text for the first time and not understand what it means, which is normal for many people. However, once the reader goes deeper through reading the text again and getting to understand, they set off to the “bottomless pit.” This can be defined in a couple of ways. First, the reader may completely fail to understand the text and go into an endless loop of discovering the meaning. On the other hand, the text can be understood and re-read for a further analysis with the aim of getting a deeper meaning of the author’s message, hence, the text is “bottomless”
Thesis Statement: The literary analysis will keenly investigate as to why and how “you’ll never reach bottom” applies to what the reader will consume in the reading process.
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This publication specifically talks about “The First Book” by Rita Dove. As it is an in-depth analysis, Bober puts an emphasis on both the structure and the overall meaning of the poem. He points out different interpretations in his own understanding and how different pieces of text are presented by Rita. The ideology that Bober presents is based on the authors ability to entice and engage the reader in the reading process through the “emotion of inspiration” (Bober, n.d). Also, Bober (n.d), stated that reading is key in the growth process. This is done by explaining the way Rita presents her message through a yet simple but very complicated way since any reader can understand the text. However, when they dive deeply, the piece of reading gets much complicated as it has many different aspects of knowledge understandable for every type of audience.
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